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SUB J : EGYPT RETURNS 39 ISRAELI BODIES: ISRAELI VERSION 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO ISRAELI VERSION OF EVENTS, GOI HAS 
RELEASED 92 PRISONERS IN EXCHANGE FOR RETURN OF 39 
ISRAELI BODIES ON APRIL 4, AND ACCEDED TO OTHER EGYPTIAN 
DEMANDS AS WELL. ISRAELIS CONTEND THAT EGYPT WAS COMMITTED 
TO RETURN OF BODIES BY PREVIOUSLY UNDISCLOSED AGREEMENT 
AND REJECT NOTION THAT THIS IS HUMANITARIAN GESTURE BY 
SADAT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO ISRAELI PRESS "SENIOR FOREIGN MINSTRY 
OFFICIALS", AT APRIL 8 PRESS CONFERENCE, REJECTED CONTENTION 
THAT SADAT WAS PERFORMING HUMANITARIAN GESTURE BY RETURN 
OF 39 ISRAELI SOLDIERS ON APRIL 4.MFA OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT JANUARY 1974 DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT INCLUDED 
"A CLEAR AND UNCONDITIONAL COMMITMENT" TO THIS EFFECT, 
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YET BEEN MADE PUBLIC. RATHER THAN ABIDING BY THIS AGREE- 
MENT, HOWEVER, EGYPTIANS IN ISRAELI VIEW EXTRACTED CONCESSIONS 
FROM GOI IN RETURN FOR BODIES, INCLUDING RELEASE OF 92 CON- 
VICTED "TERRORISTS AND SPIES" WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN CARRIED 
OUT WITHOUT PUBLICITY. 

3. GOI-SPONSORED ISRAELI NEWS SERVICE HAS RELEASED 
FOLLOWING VERSION OF EVENTS LEADING TO RELEASE OF 
BODIES. IN FEBRUARY 1975, HALF YEAR AFTER HALTING ITS 

SEARCH OF SINAI FOR REMAINING ISRAELI BODIES, EGYPT ANNOUNCED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF RETURNING ADDITIONAL BODIES BUT INSISTED 
ON NUMBER OF CONDITIONS: RELEASE OF ADDITIONAL PRISONERS 
HELD BY ISRAELIS; RIGHT OF EGYPT TO SUPPLY FOOD TO SINAI 
BEDUIN; DISTRIBUTION OF EGYPTIAN CALENDARS TO BEDUIN; AND 
EGYPTIAN SUPPLY OF CLOTHING TO COPTIC PRIESTS IN SINAI. 

4. WHEN ICRC, SERVING AS INTERMIDIARY, APPROACHED GOI. 

EGYPTIANS LEVIED ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS TO EFFECT THAT RED CRESCENT BE 
ALLOWED TO RESUME OPERATIONS FROM ITS EL-ARISH OFFICE AND 
THAT SERVICES PROVIDED BY EL-ARISH HOSPITAL BE EXPANDED. 

ISRAEL REPORTEDLY AGREED TO ALL EGYPTIAN DEMANDS, OFFERING 
TO RELEASE TWENTY ADDITIONAL PRISONERS WITH CAVEAT THAT IT 
WOULD NOT RELEASE TERRORISTS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEATHS. 

5. ISRAELIS SAY THAT WITH ONSET OF FLOODS IN EL-ARISH 

AREA IN MID-FEBRUARY, EGYPTIANS ADDED STILL FURTHER CONDITIONS 
FOR RELEASE OF BODIES, I.E. THAT EGYPT BE ALLOWED TO PROVIDE 
FOOD TO FLOOD VICTIMS AND THAT DISTRIBUTION BE UNDER SUPERVISION 
OF RED CROSS AND IN PRESENCE OF RED CRESCENT OFFICIAL, WITH 
NO ISRAELI PARTICIPATION. ISRAEL ACCEPTED THESE CONDITIONS 
AS IT HAD THE OTHERS, AND FOOD CONVOY TO EL-ARISH WAS PLANNED 
FOR MARCH 24. ON MARCH 22, HOWEVER, EGYPTIANS REPORTEDLY 
ANNOUNCED POSTPONEMENT OF OPERATION AND NO NEW DATE WAS SET. 

6. ISRAELI VERSION OF EVENTS CONCLUDES THAT ONLY AFTER ISRAELI 
ACCEPTANCE OF ALL CONDITIONS DID EGYPT DISCLOSE THROUGH 
SECRETARY DURING MARCH SHUTTLE THAT IT INTENDED TO RETURN BODIES OF 
39 ISRAELI SOLDIERS. 

7. IN COURSE OF APRIL 8 PRESS CONFERENCE, MFA OFFICIALS 
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DISCLOSED THAT EIGHTEEN BODIES WERE STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR 
ALTHOUGH EGYPT HAD NOT ADMITTED HAVING THEM. IT WAS ALSO 
STATED THAT NO DATE HAD BEEN SET FOR THE RETURN BY ISRAEL OF 
THE FINAL TWENTY PRISONERS. REFERRING TO THOSE EGYPTIAN 
DEMANDS INVOLVING SINAI BEDUIN AND COPTIC PRIESTS, THE 
OFFICIALS CONTEND THAT THESE WERE "TRUMPED-UP DEMANDS WHOSE 
PURPOSE WAS TO GENERATE THE IMPRESSION OF AN EGYPTIAN PRESENCE 
IN THE AREA". END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

COMMENT: APPROPRIATE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD IS HIGHLY 
SENSITIVE ISSUE TO ISRAELIS, ESPECIALLY IN THE CASE OF 
FALLEN SOLDIERS. DEFMIN PERES ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAS 
EXPRESSED BITTER RESENTMENT THAT EGYPTIANS SHOULD HAVE SEIZED 
ON KNOWN ISRAELI SENSITIVITY IN ORDER TO EXTRACT ESSENTIALLY 
POLITICAL CONCESSIONS AND THIS FEELING IS WIDELY SHARED BY 
ISRAELI PUBLIC. ONE END RESULT OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING 
RETURN OF BODIES, UNFORTUNATELY, WILL BE FURTHER 
EROSION OF ISRAELI CONFIDENCE IN SADAT’S SINCERITY IN ANY 
SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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